CHAPTER VI.

PREPARATION FOR THE DICTIONARY.

IT is not an uncommon experience by
which a young man strikes at once the note
of his career, then appears to wander or
experiment, and returns more surely to his
original expression, following that stead-
ily to the end. It was thus with Webster.
His "Grammatical Institute," inclosing-the
perennial speller, was his first declaration;
then he made ventures in different direc-
tions, but returned to studies in language,
and finally embodied the results of his life-
time in his great Dictionary. In reading
biography, we wish to get at the ruling
passion of the man; how often the man
himself seems bewildered in his search for
it, groping in this direction and in that,
uncertain, to use Dr. Bushnell's vigorous
phrase, if he has yet grasped the handle
of his being. It cannot be said that Web-
ster ever laid aside his special studies and